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Dome and Bar Magnifiers

Dome: 1.8x 50mm/65mm/80mm/95mm

MAG44(R), MAG45(R) 

Bar: 1.5x/3D - 2x/4d

MAG47(BAG) - MAG48(BAG)
Please retain these instructions for future reference. These instructions are also available in other formats. 
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Importance of a low vision assessment

RNIB and Action for Blind People strongly advise anyone with visual impairment to have a low vision assessment. This is an NHS funded service usually accessed at your local hospital eye clinic or run by a local organisation. Referral to the clinic is usually by your General Practitioner (Doctor), Optometrist or Ophthalmologist. The assessment is free of charge and available to anyone with low vision. You do not have to be registered as sight impaired to access this service.

Low vision means that you will be finding it hard to see things as clearly as you would like to, even after you have had your eyes tested and are wearing the correct spectacles or contact lenses.

At the assessment a qualified low vision practitioner will check your vision and assess your suitability for low vision aids such as magnifiers. These clinics are usually able to provide at least one magnifier to you, free of charge. As magnifiers can be difficult to use initially, the practitioner will help you to get the best out of the equipment they prescribe. If you have been discharged by your eye specialist, you can ask your GP or Optometrist to refer you to the nearest clinic.

Choosing a magnifier

RNIB's booklet 'Choosing your magnifier' is designed to help people with a visual impairment understand the various types of magnifier that can be used for specific tasks. This booklet is available from RNIB's Helpline in large print, audio or braille, or download from rnib.org.uk/magnifier

Warning! Important information

Do not leave your magnifier in direct sunlight when it is not being used. The intensifying effect of the lens could become a fire hazard in direct sunlight. Use your protective cover (if provided) and always store in a safe place.
Never look at the sun directly through a magnifying lens as it could damage your eyes.

Do not look directly at the light source in illuminated magnifiers as LEDs are very bright.
Avoid impacting, banging or dropping your magnifier, as well as moisture and high temperatures which may cause damage.
Avoid putting your hands or fingers on the lens of your magnifier - always use the frame or handle.

General description

Dome magnifier - MAG43(R) - MAG46(R)
A round, dome shaped magnifier made of pure optical plastic which helps to increase the illumination of the visual field by guiding all available light onto the page.  It is a low powered magnifier at 1.8x magnification, but is very easy to use. The lens can vary in diameter but this does not affect the magnification level, which is always the same. As you place a dome magnifier flat on the page and slide it across the text you want to read, you will not have to hold it off the page in a certain position to focus it. There is also a model with a red line to help guide you on the page. Supplied with a soft protective pouch. Dome diameter size: 50mm, 65mm, 80mm or 95mm in a choice of with or without red line to act as a reading guide.

Bar magnifiers - MAG47 and MAG48
Commonly known as line magnifiers, bar magnifiers are long devices that can enlarge a single line of text. Bar magnifiers are available in varying lengths, so the one you select depends on the length of the line you want to read. Due to their design, they only ‘magnify’ the height of letters, not the width. Made of pure optical plastic, they also incorporate a handle to help guide on the page. Supplied in two levels of magnification: 1.5x or 2x and two lengths: 250mm x 32mm or 165mm x 20mm including handle. A protective leather case is available to purchase separately for each bar magnifier - product codes MAG47BAG and MAG48BAG.
Using the product

Dome

Place the dome flat on the page and slide it across the text you want to read. You will not need to hold it off the page to focus, which is particularly useful when using the larger domes.

Bar

Place flat on the page level with a line of text and move either across to reveal more text or downwards to read the next line.

Aftercare

Proper care of your magnifier means it will provide you with many years of untroubled reading. Clean the lens with a damp cloth (ideally a damp micro-fibre cloth). Never use solvents such as alcohol, benzene or other cleaning agents as these can damage the lens.

You may find small lines that look like hairline cracks at the edge of lightweight lenses or in the plastic frame. These are flow lines that occur during the production process, but they do not affect the function or durability in any way.

Hints and tips

It is essential that the reading material is placed on a firm and flat service. If you are not using your table, you can also achieve this by using products such as a clipboard (available from RNIB - product code DW38), a reading stand: Wooden reading stand (DH298) or our Type and write stand (DH234). A cushion or tray may also be useful.
Magnifiers usually work best with the spectacles that you have been prescribed by your low vision professional. If you find it difficult to keep your place when reading, try using your finger to mark the start of each line. Holding a magnifier close to your eye and then bringing what you want to see up to it will often help you see more letters and words at a time. Try moving the book or page from side to side rather than moving the magnifier or your eyes. If you find your eyes are getting tired, take a break and start again when you feel better.

Effective lighting

RNIB and Thomas Pocklington's booklet 'Make the most of your sight, improve the lighting in your home' demonstrates good practice by giving ideas, hints and tips. It explains how to light your home more effectively, as well as explaining different types of lighting and their benefits. It is available in large print, audio and braille from RNIB's Helpline or you can download it from our website.

Terms and Conditions of sale

If you have not purchased the Dome or bar magnifier directly from RNIB, please contact your retailer in the first instance. 

This product is guaranteed from manufacturing faults for 12 months from the date of purchase.  

You can request our full terms and conditions from RNIB Helpline on 0303 123 9999. 
Textphone: 0845 758 5691
They are also available at www.rnib.org.uk
Helpline, RNIB, PO Box 173, Peterborough PE2 6WS, U.K.

Email UK: shop@rnib.org.uk
Email for international customers: exports@rnib.org.uk 
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