
A guide to  
planning your Will
Build skills for life with a gift for a lifetime



Give the gift of  
life-changing skills.      

Help our society 
see differently 
about sight loss.  
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4 RNIB, See differently

Will you help people with 
sight loss achieve their 
aspirations?
Every day, 250 people begin to lose their sight. 

RNIB is here to make sure that losing your sight doesn’t 
mean losing out on life. So we provide practical and 
emotional support when it matters, to empower people  
to live the lives they want – in their homes, careers  
and communities. 

We want to break down the barriers that unfairly hold 
people with sight loss back. We’ve made huge headway 
since we were founded, back in 1868, but there’s still a 
long way to go. Gifts in Wills play a vital part in our push 
for progress – they fund more than a third of our work.  
Will you leave a gift that’s full of hope for the future? 

A gift in your Will can help build skills for life.
Too many people don’t have the resources, skills or 
confidence to adapt to sight loss. You can help change this.

However big or small, a gift in your Will could help support 
children with sight loss to succeed in school. You could 
help adults adapt and discover new passions. You could 
help people of all ages build the skills they need to live 
enriched lives and participate equally.

Thank you for considering RNIB for a gift in your Will.
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Together, we will break down 
the barriers that hold people 
with sight loss back.



6 Help with creating a Will

Simple ways to make or 
update your Will for free

Online 
We’ve partnered with Bequeathed to give 
you a free, professionally drafted Will. 
This online service is accessible, speedy 
and leaves you with complete peace of 
mind that your Will is legally valid. Go  
to bequeathed.org/rnib to get started.  

At home 
With The Goodwill Partnership, a trained 
counsellor will either visit you at home  
or call to take your Will instructions.  
Call 0844 669 6148 to arrange an 
appointment.  

At the solicitor’s office 
Visit a local solicitor to have your 
Will written or updated through the 
National Free Wills Network. For more 
information, please call 0303 123 9999 
(option 4, Mon-Fri 9am-5pm).

Our free, accessible Will writing services make the 
process of writing a Will, taking care of your loved  
ones and leaving a gift to RNIB as simple as possible. 
There is of course no obligation to leave a gift in your 
Will to RNIB if you choose to use these services.
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Our friendly Gifts in Wills team can tell you more about 
how these services work, and help you decide which 
option is best for you. To speak to them, please call  
0303 123 9999 (option 4, Mon-Fri 9am-5pm) or email 
legacy.services@rnib.org.uk. Or, you can read more  
at rnib.org.uk/legacy
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Making a difference 
matters to Jim and Mary
Jim and Mary had 
supported RNIB for years 
before they found they 
needed our services. 

When their daughter lost 
sight in one eye following 
a brain aneurism, RNIB was 
there with practical and 
emotional support to help 
her face the future with 
confidence and continue 
doing the things she loves. 
That’s why Jim and Mary 
decided to leave us a gift in 
their Will.

“I had a Will already,” says 
Jim. “But it was quite a 
simple one… I didn’t have 
grandchildren at that time 

and when you don’t have 
much, there’s not an awful 
lot you can leave behind – 
but I wanted to make sure 
that it goes to the right 
people and organisations.”

Crucially, it was also 
important to them that 
their gift would make a real 
difference to people’s lives. 
And, in the case of RNIB, 
they have had first-hand 
experience of it.

“If you’re going to spend 
your money either in life or 
in death, you have to make 
sure it’s for a good cause,” 
Jim concludes.

“RNIB are generous because they give  
so much to society. The least we can  
do is say ‘thank you’.”
        Jim and Mary

Why we’re leaving a gift 9Why we’re leaving a gift



10 Key words and phrases

There are a few different ways to leave a 
gift in your Will to RNIB. Here are some 
of the key words and terms explained:  

Key legal terms  
explained

Residuary gift  
This is a percentage share of your 
remaining estate, once all other legacies 
and debts have been paid. This is a great 
way to leave a gift in your Will, as it  
holds its intended value over time.

Pecuniary gift  
This is the gift of a specific sum  
of money. 

Specific gift  
This is the gift of valuable assets,  
like jewellery, investments  
or even property.

Codicil 
This is the name of a change or  
an addition to a pre-existing Will. 
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12 The impact of your gift

Keira – and every child – 
deserves to learn 
life-changing skills
Keira is a cheeky,  
confident 11-year-old  
who was born with a 
serious eye condition. 

Initially, her mum Kirsty 
feared what the future held 
for her little girl. Whether 
she would enjoy a normal 
childhood, do well at school 
and get a job one day. 

For Keira, RNIB’s resources 
have made a difference 
beyond words. RNIB’s 
Library means she can 
borrow books in braille. 
We’ve helped her realise 
her ambition to join a 
choir by providing lyrics in 
braille, and she’s learning 
the piano. And she loves 
to play Goalball which she 
discovered at one of RNIB’s 
open sight days. It gives 

her lots of opportunities for 
mixing with other children, 
both sighted and visually-
impaired and she can even 
play it with Mum.

Reading braille also means 
Keira isn’t missing out on 
the irreplaceable moments 
of childhood – like getting 
a letter from Santa. With 
RNIB’s support, she’s now 
looking forward to the 
future and dreams of being 
a singer or even a Goalball 
Paralympian. 

Keira even has some advice 
for other children with  
sight loss:

“Even if you find things a bit 
tricky or a bit scary, give it 
a go because if you don’t, 
people might think, ‘Oh, 
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“If there wasn’t 
 something like 
 RNIB there, I’m 
 not sure how I 
 would do what 
 others can do.”
      Keira 

you’re blind, of course you 
can’t give it a go’. But, if you 
do give it a go, then people 
will think, ‘Oh, you’re blind 
and you can actually do 
that’ and you’ll look even 
more awesome.”

The impact of your gift
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How gardening created a 
brighter future for Kevin 
When former London  
Bus Inspector Kevin lost  
his sight at 54, RNIB’s 
Living with Sight Loss 
course helped him turn  
his life around. 

We guided him through an 
NVQ in horticulture and 
now he’s busy turning his 
garden into a sanctuary for 
himself and visiting wildlife.  

Having struggled to accept 
his sight loss, gardening is 
helping him work through 
the process. 

“You’ve got to come to 
terms with who you are  
and what you’re capable  
of,” says Kevin. “And 
gardening has helped  
me do that.”

He gets a lot of joy from 
experiencing something 
grow. He loves eating his 

produce and has recently 
planted more edible plants 
like lettuce, courgettes and 
French beans.  

“Gardening gives you that 
sense of achievement,” 
Kevin adds. “You can say  
to yourself, I grew that,  
I pickled that!”

“You’ve got to 
come to terms 
with who you  
are and what 
you’re capable  
of, and gardening 
has helped me  
do that.” 
   Kevin 

The impact of your gift



16 Preparing for your solicitor

Ready to write your Will? 
Here’s a handy checklist
Before you write or update your Will, here are a few details 
you will need to have ready and a few others you should 
make sure you’ve considered:  

• Your personal details. 

• A list of your assets.

• Who you’ve chosen to be your beneficiaries.

•  Any charitable gifts you’d like to leave (if you’d    
like to leave a gift to RNIB, we’ve included some    
special wording on page 18). 

• Who will be the executors of your Will.  

•  Who you’d like to act as the legal guardian  
of your children (if you have any).

•  Any Trustees who’ll manage money or assets  
set aside for someone on their behalf. 

• Any special wishes you may have. 

For information on gifts in Wills please call  
0303 123 9999 (option 4, Mon-Fri 9am-5pm),  
email legacy.services@rnib.org.uk or visit  
rnib.org.uk/legacy

17Preparing for your solicitor



18 Wording for leaving a gift to RNIB

Helpful wording for 
including a gift in your Will
To make sure your wishes are honoured, it’s 
important to use the correct legal wording in 
your Will. If you’d like to leave a gift to RNIB, 
here’s some ready-made wording you can give  
to your solicitor: 
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For the benefit of your solicitor this is the 
wording for a residuary gift to RNIB.

“I give my residuary estate to the Royal National 
Institute of Blind People at 105 Judd Street, 
London WC1H 9NE, registered charity number in 
England and Wales (226227), Scotland (SC039316), 
Isle of Man (1226), also operating in Northern 
Ireland, for its charitable purposes, and I declare 
that the receipt of the Treasurer or authorised 
officer will be sufficient discharge to my 
executors”.

For the benefit of your solicitor this is the 
wording for a pecuniary gift to RNIB.

“I give to the Royal National Institute of Blind 
People at 105 Judd Street, London WC1H 9NE, 
registered charity number in England and Wales 
(226227), Scotland (SC039316), Isle of Man (1226), 
also operating in Northern Ireland, the sum of 
£…(free of all taxes) for its charitable purposes, 
and I declare that the receipt of the Treasurer or 
authorised officer will be sufficient discharge to 
my executor/s.”
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Why make a Will? 
An up-to-date Will is essential as it means you 
can avoid any confusion about your wishes. 
By writing a Will, you decide who you want to 
benefit. You can ensure your loved ones and 
the causes you care about are provided for in 
exactly the way you wish.

What would happen if I don’t make a Will?
If you die without making a Will, you are said 
to have died “intestate”. If this happens, UK law 
will specify who inherits your estate (property, 
personal possessions and money). This may 
mean that it doesn’t go where you want it to.  
So it really is important to make a Will so that 
your intentions are clear.

How often should I review and update my Will?
You should look over your Will at least every 
three years – or sooner if your personal 
circumstances change: if there has been a birth, 
or a death in your family, for example. You may 
also need to review it if there are changes to 
the taxation system or to your finances. It is 
important to keep an eye on the value of your 
estate to ensure you’re aware of any Inheritance 
Tax liability.

Frequently asked 
questions

21FAQs
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Can I write or amend my own Will?
We recommend getting your Will written and 
updated by a legal professional so there is less 
chance of it being contested. We have a range of 
options to help you make or update your Will, for 
free at a solicitors’ office, online, at home or over 
the phone. You can find details of all the ways we 
can help you on page six of this guide.  

Any solicitor who is a member of the Society  
of Trust and Estate Practitioners (visit  
www.step.org) or a specialist from The Institute of 
Professional Will Writers (see www.ipw.org.uk) will 
be well qualified to draft a Will for you. 

The Law Society (visit www.lawsociety.org.uk)  
can also provide you with a list of local solicitors  
in England and Wales.

Will I have to pay Inheritance Tax?
Depending on the value of your estate you may  
be liable for Inheritance Tax. Gifts to charities  
are exempt from Inheritance Tax, so including  
a gift to RNIB could have tax benefits.  
See www.gov.uk/inheritance-tax

Can I get a Will written in braille?
We do not recommend making a Will in braille 
as it could easily be altered (by adding or erasing 
dots) and the meaning changed. However, we  
can arrange a braille or large print copy of  
your Will. Please contact us on 0303 123 9999 
(option 4, Mon-Fri 9am-5pm), or email  
legacy.services@rnib.org.uk to find out more.
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Can I add RNIB to my existing Will? 
If you already have a Will you can still help blind and 
partially sighted people by adding a codicil to amend 
your existing Will, to include a gift to RNIB. Although 
the codicil is a short and fairly simple legal document, 
we recommend that you consult a solicitor (or a 
qualified Will writer recognised by a professional body) 
to prepare it. If you have made more than one Will, it 
is important to ensure that this codicil relates to your 
most recent Will.

Please note that simply making handwritten 
amendments to your current Will could make the 
whole Will invalid.

I don’t have a large estate. How can I make a 
difference to RNIB?
Large or small, all gifts in Wills are important to us 
and will help us continue to break the barriers faced  
by people with sight loss.

Who can witness my Will?
Usually two witnesses will be sufficient. They must  
be over 18 and are not beneficiaries of the Will or 
married to the person making the Will. If you are 
registered as severely sight impaired, you cannot 
legally witness a Will. 

If you are severely sight impaired, it is really important 
to check that your Will includes the correct attestation 
clause. This clause specifies that the Will was read out 
to you, the testator, in the presence of your witnesses, 
and that you understood exactly what you’re signing.
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We hope this guide has been useful for you. 
If there’s anything else you’d like to know, 
please feel free to contact our Gifts in Wills 
team directly by:

How to contact our 
Gifts in Wills team

Phone
0303 123 9999  
(option 4, Mon-Fri 9am-5pm)

Email
legacy.services@rnib.org.uk

Website
rnib.org.uk/legacy

We’ll be more than happy to help answer 
any questions you might have.  



Title

Full Name

Address

Postcode

Mobile

Home Telephone

Email

Please tick which of the following is most relevant to you:

I have already remembered RNIB with a gift in my Will.

I intend to remember RNIB with a gift in my Will.

I am considering remembering RNIB with a gift in my Will.

Once completed, please return this form in an envelope 
(no stamp required) addressed to:

Freepost SKILLS FOR LIFE

27Let us know your intentions

How would you like 
to be contacted?
We would like to stay in touch to keep you up to 
date on news, services and products that may be 
of interest, as well as ways you can help support 
the fundraising, volunteering and campaigning 
work we do. 

RNIB is committed to protecting your privacy 
and we want to assure you that your personal 
information is safe with us and we will never sell 
your details to third parties. 

For more information, please see our privacy policy 
on our website: www.rnib.org.uk/privacy-policy

We can only continue to help people with sight loss 
build skills for life with your help.

How helpful was this guide?
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Whether you’d like to leave a gift in your Will to RNIB, 
or you’re still considering it, will you kindly let us know 
using the form attached? 

This will help us make sure we only send you information 
that’s relevant to you. While we would really appreciate 
hearing your intentions, you can of course choose not  
to share this information. 

Thank you so much.

Ready to leave a gift of 
life-changing skills? 
Please let us know your intentions



Please select all that apply:

If you’d prefer not to hear from us by post or phone, 
please indicate below:

No I’d prefer to not hear from you by post.

No I’d prefer to not hear from you by phone.

If you would like to hear from us by email or SMS, please 
indicate below:

Yes I’d like to hear from you by email.

Yes I’d like to hear from you by SMS.

You can tell us at any time that you no longer want  
to hear from us by either calling 0303 123 9999  
(option 4, Mon-Fri 9am-5pm), emailing  
fundraising@rnib.org.uk or writing to: 

Fundraising Enquiries at RNIB, 105 Judd Street,  
London WC1H 9NE.
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To find out more visit rnib.org.uk
© RNIB registered charity in  
England and Wales (226227),  
Scotland (SC039316), Isle of Man (1226).  
Also operating in Northern Ireland.


